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The Type-Writer Girl 
 
by Grant Allen (1848-1899) 
 (under the pseudonym Olive Pratt Rayner) 
 
“There is no more pathetic figure in our world to-day than the common 
figure of the poor young lady, crushed between classes above and below, 
and left with scarce a chance of earning her bread with decency.”  So says 
Juliet Appleton’s boss, encouraging her to put her story into print.  How 
will this college-educated 23-year-old survive the Darwinian Battle of Life in 
late Victorian England? She’s fundless in London but armed, by way of 
adaptive structures, with those two high-tech devices of the day: a bicycle 
for mobility and a typewriter for utility.  
 
Total running time: 5:38:27 
 
Read by Grant Hurlock  
 
 
 
 
Cover design by Kathryn Delaney 
Photograph by Kolossos 
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