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By Thomas Hardy (1840-1928) 

Jude the Obscure is the last of Thomas Hardy’s novels, begun as a magazine 
serial and first published in book form in 1895. Its hero, Jude Fawley, is a 
lower-class young man who dreams of becoming a scholar. The two other 
main characters are his earthy wife, Arabella, and his intellectual cousin, 
Sue. Themes include class, scholarship, religion, marriage, and the 
modernization of thought and society. (from Wikipedia) 

Read by Aaron Decker, David Barnes, Kathy, Robin Cotter, Moira Fogarty, 
hefyd, J. M. Smallheer, Brother Patrick, George Pilling, thomahal, Debra 
Lynn, Tora, Lucy Burgoyne, & Lee Ann Howlett. Total Running Time: 
14:53:29. 

 
 
 
 

This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, or modified without permission. For 
more information or to volunteer, visit librivox.org. 

Cover picture taken from the book published by Harper & Brothers (1896). Copyright expired in US, Canada, EU, 
and all countries with author’s life +70 yrs laws. Cover design by Janette Brown. This design is in the public 
domain.  
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